Case of Malignant Disease of the Right Maxillary Antrum,
involving the Outer Wall of the Nose and the Cheek, in a Male aged 68.
By CHARLES A. PARKER, F.R.C.S.Ed.
THE patient's attention was first attracted to his nose fourteen mnonths ago by recurring attacks of epistaxis with sanious discharge between the attacks. Some nasal obstruction was subsequently noticed, but this has never been very inarked. Three mionths ago the patient first noticed a swelling on the cheek near the inner canthus of the eye, for which he sought advice at the Royal Ophthalmic Hospital, where he was admnitted on September 23. Mr. Lawson incised the swelling and let out a very little pus, and on examination found exposed bone at the bottomi of the wound. Mr. lIawson thought the condition secondarv nasal disease with implication of the sinuses, and transferred the patient to Mr. Parker at the Throat Hospital on October 16.
On examnination a firin, though friable, growth, attached to the outer wall of the nose, was seen filling the middle meatus. On posterior rhinoscopy the growth could just be seen round the upper and outer margin of the choana. On transillumination the right side was quite dark, whilst the left was quite clear. A small opening was discovered in the imaouth to the outer side of the alveolar border, through which a probe passed into the antrulml. Examiiination with the probe revealed that, though the antrumii was by no maeans filled, growth could be detected on its upper and outer walls. Externally there was a hard infiltration of the soft tissues of the cheek imimediately below the inner third of the infra-orbital margin. The incision wound discharged somiie thin serous fluid, and exposed bone could be felt on examiiination with a probe. A section of a portion of the growth renoved from the middle meatus shows blood-clot chiefly, with areas of granulation tissue, also areas of large and small mono-and poly-nuclear cells, suspicious of miialignant disease. Examination of the antrumii with the probe and inspection of the nasal cavity show that neither of these regions is as extensively involved as is often the case, and it seemus unusual under these circumstances to find an infiltration of the soft structures of the cheek.
Opinions as to the possibility or advisability of operative interference are invited, though in the exhibitor's opinion the distribution of the growth renders the possibility of coimiplete removal extremely doubtful, and the patient's age and general condition render the attempt inadvisable.
DISCUSSION.
The PRESIDENT (Dr. Dundas Grant) said the case showed the importance of the examination of the nose in cases of disease in the neighbourhood of the inner canthus.
Mr. STUART-LOW said he had had two cases almost similar, and thought the present case had been allowed to go on too long unoperated upon. Had it been operated upon two months ago the result might have been satisfactory. A man engaged in the meat market received a blow, and came some time afterwards with a swelling in the cheek which looked like a gumma, but it was not of that nature. The skin, as in the present case, was not implicated though inflamed. The man was put under antisyphilitic treatment and watched for a time, and then a radical antral operation was performed. A tumour was found occupying the antrum and was freely removed. He did it by the open method and the whole condition disappeared. Dr. Wingrave believed it was a granuloma of doubtful nature. The other case was a girl, aged 22, who had a swelling above the eye and over the nose; the eve could not be opened to its full extent. After three weeks' antispecific treatment and watching, the maxillary antrum was opened, and an almost similar condition to the last case was found. Dr. Wingrave was in doubt about the true nature of the growth. These were both taken early and operated upon. For such cases he advised that a radical antral operation should be undertaken at once. He suggested that in the first place the inflammation should be got rid of by the use of the appropriate serum. Dr. Spicer showed last year a case of malignant disease in the back of the throat in which Professor Wright had employed a serum, after which the inflammatory symptoms subsided. After this serum treatment a radical antral operation might be performed or the upper jaw excised.
Mr. PARKER, in reply, said that the existence of a fistulous opening from the antrum into the mouth was of some interest, for through this opening it was possible to define the limitation of the growth within the antrum. It was attacking the upper and outer walls, through which it had spread both into the nose and into the cheek. He disagreed with Mr. Low, as he thought there was definite malignant infiltration of the soft tissues of the cheek. He did not consider it possible to remove the whole disease, and he did not contemiplate attempting any operation.
Case of Suppurative Cervical Cellulitis and Epithelioma of the Epiglottis.
By PETER H. ABERCROMBIE, M.D.
THE patient was shown at the January, 1907, meeting of the Laryngological Society, his progress was reported on at the February, 1907, meeting of the Society, and he was again shown at the November,
